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trick, say so by all means; but say also that it
is wrong to salute his priests or to make offer-
ings in his temple.

When men do their duty in this respect,
morality has a very curious indirect effect on
the religious doctrine itself. As soon as the
offerings become less frequent, the evidence for
the doctrine begins to fade away; the process
of theological interpretation gradually brings
out the true inner meaning of it, that Zeus did
not kick Hephaistos out of heaven, and did not
seduce Alkmene.

Is this a merely theoretical discussion about
far-away things ? Let us come back for a
moment to our own time and country, and think
whether there can be any lesson for us in this
refusal of common-sense morality to worship a
deity whose actions are a magnified copy of
what bad men do. There are three doctrines
which find very wide acceptance among our
countrymen at the present day: the doctrines
of original sin, of a vicarious sacrifice, and of
eternal punishments. We are not concerned
with any refined evaporations of these doctrines
which are exhaled by courtly theologians, but
with the naked statements which are put into
the minds of children and of ignorant people,
which are taught broadcast and without shame
in denominational schools. Father Faber, good
soul, persuaded himself that after all only a